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Dear Reader ,  

It gives us immense pride and pleasure 

to present to you the 10th edition of 

SIMPOSIUM. With the coming in of 

the new batch, there has been an infu-

sion of new blood in your beloved 

SIMSREE and we have started to set 

our goals even higher and farther.  

As the world recovers from the biggest 

economic downturn in seven decades, 

the need for managers better suited to 

the international environment and those 

who can have a holistic view of the 

world has increased manifold. We at 

SIMSREE are of course ready with 

such people. Therefore, it is for the first 

time that we have built SIMPOSIUM 

around a single theme of ñGeopolitics 

and Businessò. This edition contains 

articles from students of all disciplines 

and thus gives an understanding of geo-

ñBy geopolitical, I mean 

an approach that pays 

attention to the require-

ments of equilibrium.òð

ððHenry Kissinger  

ò Geopolitics is the art of 

looking for trouble, find-

ing it whether it exists or 

not, diagnosing it incor-

rectly, and applying the 

wrong remedy.òð-
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politics from the perspective of all 

branches of management; finance, mar-

keting, human resources, systems and 

operations. 

Furthermore, there have been a number 

of events going on in the institute and 

we have a section detailing all of them 

as well. These events have helped us 

put SIMSREE on the map and make 

people more aware of the quality that 

we possess. So let us delve into the 

minds of some of the most talented 

people in the country today with the 

latest edition of SIMPOSIUM. 

Happy Reading! 

 

Media and Corporate Communica-

tions Committee, SIMSREE 
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ñI dream of an Africa which is in 

peace with itself.ò ï Those words of 

Nelson Mandela describe what Africa 

has been hoping for generations. 

Still reeling from the aftermath of un-

structured decolonization, Africa again 

finds itself at the centre of world attrac-

tion due to its rich natural resources. 

Africa is home to vast reserves of every 

commodity you can think of: it supplies 

half the worldôs diamonds, a third of its 

gold, more than three-quarters of its 

platinum and palladium and holds 

about 12% of our known oil reserves. 

What is that Africa wants? 

The demographic structural changes 

will only come with long term reforms 

and development for which channelized 

investments into healthcare and infra-

structure is required. This is only possi-

ble when abundance of its natural re-

sources are exploited to attract foreign 

capital and that has been the rule of 

roost for a while. This has helped Af-

rica barter its resources for investment 

into manufacturing and services. 

Figure 1 Source: Wikipe-
dia: By 1913, European 
powers had divided the 
African continent into a 
patchwork that showed 
little regard for ethnic or 
linguistic boundaries.  

 

 

 

Figure 2 Figure 2 Source: 
Wikipedia: High index 
values, indicated by 
lighter colors, show the 
relative poverty of Afri-
can countries as ranked 
by the UNDP's 2004 list 
of countries by quality of 
life  

 

 

SINO ¼S AFRICAN SAFARI  

Where have the funds come from? 

China topped the sheet with $ 6 billion 

FDI investment into Africa in a year of 

recession. Chinese focus is also re-

flected in the improved trade with Af-

rica. Owing to its own energy security 

concern on the back of growing domes-

tic demands, China has invested heav-

ily into Energy and Mining assets. 

China has bid  for access to more than 

10 million tons of copper and two mil-

lion tons of cobalt in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, in exchange for 

a $6 billion package of infrastructure 

investments, which are currently valued 

at roughly $ 8000 /tonne and $ 40000/ 

tonne on LME respectively in October 

2010. That is definitely strategic in na-

ture and more than bargain hunt. The 

trade itself has grown exponentially 

from $ 6.5 billion in 1999 to more than 

$ 100 billion expected figure for 2010 

as per Chinese commerce ministry, 

growing at an average of more than 

33.5% since the launch of China-Africa 

Co-operation forum. Now if that is not 

enough, African debt has reached a 

point where its interest to American 


